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3. The study was commissioned.in June 1967 by then Secret
McNamara who levied the reguirement on the Office of International
Security Affairs, at that time headed by john McNaughton. Mcricn H.
Halperin, McNaughton's Deputy for Policy Fianaing and Arms Control,
was apparently given command oversight of the pre et and the Task Ferce
which did the actual work was chaired by one of Halnerin's subordinates,
Leslie H. Gelb. (Both Gelb and Halperin are now with the Brookings
Institute.) Some 3C-40 pecple -- oificers irom the miliitary services,

H

Defense Department civiilan employees (including Daniel Elisberg) and
a variety of outside consultants, many but not all from the RAND
Corporation -- seemed to have worked ou various paris of the study at
various times. Despite the dates given in its vitle [1945-1967), fxcm the
standpoint of substance the study effectively cuis off with Presicent
Johnson's 18 March 1968 speech. Wher the verious parts of the stucy
were actually written cannot be determinec with certe:niy Iiow
various portions were clearly written by different people at aiifsrent
times and the end result is much more 2 collection of separate Ti0NO-
oi the
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stady were completed oy ine€ summer or early fail of
at Gelbh's iransniicia. rmemorandum will demonstrate howew o, s

graphs.than a cnified whoiz. It would appear that all pcril

was not formally dispatched tarouga channels to the Secrete
(Mr. Clifford) until 15 January 1969 -- a Wednesdey. Presiazzs Sixos's
inauguration was, of course, on Monday, 20 January 1969 Taws in uly
was in fact dispatched with only two working days leift beiore the cha: ok

of administration in the Defense Department.

II. arochial Damage Assessment

4. There are repeated references to the Agency, -8 activitie
its officers (some identified by name) and its alleged pos.tions L.wouy -t
most of the narrative poriion of the study. Alsc the qarrative 18 J€p

with 2llusions to, discussions of and quotations frow: (aagmentes LY Llic
fc ~tnote citations) a wide range of Agency document . operetiona. 22
-zw field weports, Headquariers disseminations. NIE's and SNIT el
randa and studies (from ONE, OER, OCI, the DII anc sp=cs L
groups), informel and in some cases internal memor:siGs  &LC
from tae DCI (Mr. McConej to the President. In asses.s ag the womd -
done in having the study pass in its entirety into the pub.ic dormain an. /ox
uniriendly hands (e.g., the Soviet Government), it must of coursc pe
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climate but within & time spah whereby such retrospeciive review can
adversely affect such officials' public or Drivabe careers without their

having any effective means of seeking recourse Or redress. In shori,
she leak of the Pentagon papers raises the basic issue of the U.
Government's rignt or ability to have or protect secrets of any nauure.

1Vv. Other Dertinent Considerations

9. One of the major guestions obviously raised by the rma.wes of
the Pentagon papers is that of precisely what is now ficating abow’ =
unau‘-;norlzed hands outside of government con troi. The answer iz .4t We

éo not realiy know. Ellsberg, for one, clearly had access o the woall

study and is presumed o have conied all of it.

turned over a compiete version to the Senate Toreign Relations Comrn.liee
in 1670. Avpparently he did not give a complete version i tne New Yo

Times since that paper, by the inventory it furnished the courte does nct
have the four negotiations volumes that constitute section V*-C. Whethor
these voluines are, floating, around elsewhere is a matier of conjecture,
though there are grounds for believing that the Soviet Embassy (at leasy

was given a compiete set by someone.
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